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FOREWORD.

When | was asked to write a foreword to this book, 1t was
a great surprise to me to learn that Captain Limaye, my friend
of nearly twenty years ago, was a writer; to his regular readers
it will perhaps equally be a surprise to know that he spent
several years as a Medical Officer in the army. It was in the
latter capacity that [ knew him, and [ hope he has taken away
from the army memories as happy as those he has left behind.

Of his early career as a Medical Ofticer | know nothmg
first hand, but of the eighteen months he spent with my
Regiment | know a good deal, partly by personal contact, partly
by the accounts of brother otficers and partly as the result of
the incidents and anecdotes attributed to him by the rank
and file.

My Regiment, which used to be called the 87th Punjabis
but has now been renamed the 5th Battalion, 2nd Punjab
Regiment, was in Mesopotamia for over four years from March
1917. Though the Great War ended on the 11th November
1918, peace conditions did not obtain in Mesopotamia until some
years later; there were operations against the Kurds in 1919,
and an Arab rebellion in 1920; and, in many ways conditions
during these operations were more trying than those during the
period of the Great War proper.
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In the summer of 1919 we were brigaded with the 116th
Mabhrattas, amongst other regiments, in South Kurdistan: and
it was there that, as a regiment, we first made the acquaintance
of Limaye. He was posted as Medical Olhcer to the 116th
Mahrattas shortlv before an action against one Shaikh Mahmud.
a notorious Kurd. Contact was made with the enemy on the
17th June, and Limaye had his first experience of fire. While
it was unfortunate for him that he should at that moment fall
ill, his illness was fortunate for us because 1t resulted mn a
change of Medical Ollicers, and n a few months time he was

posted to the 87th Punjabus.

From the neighbourhood of Kirkuk, where he jomned us,
we marched to Erbil, some 90 miles further north, and spent
several months distributed 1n garrisons about that part of
Kurdistan. During this period there was little, 1f any, fighting,
but there was a lot of soldiering 1n 1t's other forms—marching,
fatigue and boredom. When a small number of men get
thrown together for long periods with no company but each
other's, they get to know each other very well, frequently too
well; nerves get on edge and the oldest friendships become
stramed. In our headquarters mess, however, | believe we all
stood the test, and | hope the author of this book will agree
with me. There was no change n the daily routine except
that provided by the weather which varied from summer heat
to winter snow, and little recreation except for such amusements
as we could invent. The best way we could devise of celebrating
Christmas 1919 was to adjourn after dinner to the roof of our
billet and fire coloured rockets, which were the property of
Government and intended for use in war rather than for
Christmas celebrations; our merriment was brought to an abrupt
close by an accident which resulted in a casualty and neces-
sitated the damaged officer retiring with leaye to our so-called
Regimental hospital, where, with entirely inadequate facihties,
the necessary serious repairs were carried out,
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In the early part of 1920 the Regiment was moved to a
camp near Baghdad where we enjoyed such civilisation as 1s
possible under canvas mn summer; but we were not allowed to
indulge in this comparative luxury for long, as the Arab Revolt
broke cut and we were sent, n July, to jomm a column which
was to relieve the besieged garnson of a small town on the
Euphrates, called Rumaitha. These operations were a severe
strain for olficers and men; the mental stram, the fatxgue and the
heat took their toll as much as did the enemy. The conditions
under which a doctor was required to exercise his skill were
depressing, equipment n the form of bandages and medicine
were probably adequate, but 1t required great fortitude to
compete with the lack of water-which frequently had to be
fought for-absence of accommodation and shelter, and the
pervading dust, dirt and heat. The Medical profession 1s usually
at 1t's best when faced with a crisis, and 1t's reputation was
well maintammed by our Medical Officer. 1 personally have
cause to be grateful to him, as he was the first doctor to attend
to me when | was one of a large number of casualties which he
dealt with 1n a dust storm, while my Regiment was acting -as
rear—guard to the column m 1t's withdrawal after the successful
relief of Rumaitha, those early attentions may have avoided the
loss of a limb.

From this time my personal contact with Limaye ceased,
but he remained with thc Regiment for another nine months.
During this period operations against the Arabs continued and
the Regiment was moved about the Euphrates area, constantly
subject to the attention of snipers, occasionally in conflict with
organised opposition. In one of these engagements Limaye
himself was hit, but shewing the spirit of a soldier rather than
the wisdom of a doctor, rejomed us in a few days. Before
wnt.ng this foreword I tried to refresh my memories of
Limaye by speaking of him to one of our Indian Olficers—one
of the few men now in the Regiment who were serving at that
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ume; Medical Officers change frequently, but Limaye was easily-
identified as the man who escaped from hospital when a
wounded patient.

Of Limaye's ability as a writer [ am not qualified to judge;
of his skill as a doctor my appreciation can necessarily not
extend to technical details, but of his value as a Regimental
Medical Officer [ can speak with authonity. He was both a
valued member of the officers’ mess, and, which 1s more
important, a valued member of the Regiment; officers and men
were gaining experience with him, and after sharing with him
the vagaries of fortune for 18 months, looked upon him as an
established member of the Regiment.

Friendships founded upon the experiences and mn the
conditions | have attempted to outline are founded on a firm
basts, and 1t can readily be understood that the Regiment was
very sorry to part with Limaye when he was ordered elsewhere
on our return to Karachi in Aprl 1921. At that time we
wished him all good luck for the future, and now once more |
wish him success 1n any enterprise he may undertake, and with
this book 1n partlcular.

January 1939. J. M. HUNT.
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13. Sparetime scribbling, ‘without Rhyme or
Reason,’ of Topical interest

—_—

ODE TO OLD KIRKOOK

Sweet is thy memory |, dear old Kirkook,

With the fair young damsels and the rumbling brook.
To part with thee Oh | who could brook ?

Back shall I come by hook or crook.

Half revealing half concealing
The charms of their faces ever so enchanting
(—Like clouds that shroud a beauteous moon—)

The Purdah adds glory ever and anon—

To the rosy cheeks, ( mind you not gum-boils ),
At sight of which your young blood boils.

And the bistoury—-shaped noses and lashes black
That make your military discipline slack.

The half-open mouth with pearly teeth set
( Not unlike a head 1n a golden locket )
Reminds me of a packet by SHADIRAM ! made,—

( Careless wrapped when all 1s said )—

Half gaping with many a calomel pill

Both of which their patients kill |

Glimpsed at in the bazzar over window-stlls,
Their breasts do vie with Gun—post Hills.

1. The Dresser.
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The speed of our old boy chdy s 2 car
Much of the beauty of the view doth mar.
If we would speak the bat that's suchh,
Just a little though not much,

(As MAJOR 3 would put 1t 1n short and terse )
To our Tommies and D. Brs. ¢ that is a curse |
Sweet art thou though do I grant

Sweeter still be MAJOR GRANT |

Where CHAKRABARTY 5 by CAMPBELL ¢ shunned
( The latter one in despatches mentioned )

Once met near Four-O-One P.O.7

AYENGAR clerk of the L.P.O.

* Doc, " says the clerk, “ Pray be so kind
As to listen to what [ have in mind ;
Brooding and thinking I st till late

Do not know what's stored in my fate.

Up comes a sob with a sudden jerk;

In my heart doth something lurk.
Giddiness and Palpitation do I often feel,
Is it Heart-Disease ?-now don’t conceal. ”

The Doc became grave and nodded his head,
Then purcussed his chest and coughed and said,
*“Why my man "tis D AHJ?

But try as I can I cannot fetch—

Lt Henderson of the Royal Engmeers

Major Grant second in Command of the C.F A

1 ¢ Dooly (Stretcher ) Bearers

Lt. Chakravarty, Medical Officer 1n C.F. A,

Lt Campbell, another M O

Field Post Office, No 401

Local Pohtical Officer.

1, e ‘Disordered Action of the Heart.’ a term used often by Army doctors to
enote ny kind of heart Disease, like ‘N Y D ‘==Not Yet Diagnosed !

VRNV LB



Medicine meet ; for, there's no cure

For this your ache, By Jove |, to be sure !
A foreign body rests in your Heart

Ever so little, delicate and smart.

But what's the pamn like,~do tell me now—
Cutting or Stabbing or Dragging or how ?
* Sort of dragging, Doc, methinks. ™ ‘
* Right O!" says Doc. and here he winks:

* O'er the bridge!” cease crossing the river,
And I will bet your troubles are over!"”

¥ %

K%

&

Attached to the Seventeenth Divisional Train,!!
Drabi'? Two-Six-One NARAYEIN

By ANTHONY Naik n his camp was seen

( Of 38 C F.A.3 on Sanitation keen ).

* Dekho here " says the Naik,

* Never in my life have | seen the like |
Your water you chlormate not

Nor m tins do cresol put.

Your tent with Flies is simply swarming,
And beastly Mosquitoes nightly humming.
That's how you pagals get often sick,

You are not worth even so much as a kick |

Have a look in my Hosp. and you won't find
Mosquito or Sandfly of any kind.

10 Bridge leading to the Village of Kirkook.
11  Transport Service

12. Means Driver No. 261 of Mule cart

13. Combined Field Ambulance
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And now and again are you telling lies,

But the truth [ know from the presence of Flies.”

*Strange | " quoth NARAYEIN, “ then how be it—""
And scratched his head and brows he knit,

* Hundreds of Flies this place though fill

There's not a soul now really ill ?

And thrice in the day though carefully sprayed!
With Sick is still your Hosp. so crowded 7

I 3 ¥k

Where in the Mess old COLONEL? presides,
So to speak in his chair he hides.
The MAJOR always late for dinner,

( Caring for patients more than a brother )

Late at night in Certificates!s engrossed,

He made others work and himself worked.
Wherein doth portly NAGARKARY sit,

With melon-seeds and bread—crumbs often hit—

By * naughty " CAMPBELL. fussy and funny,
Fond of cock-tails and yarns so many ;
Both of whom are often bent

On splitting a beer by BAILY 18 sent,

Content with only Juice of Lime,
Playing with forks all dinner-time,
And listening with observant eyes

To genera and species of butter-flies, °

14
15
16

17.
18,
19.

Sprayed with Cresol dimnfectant

?

Cards, for patients, who are to be sent back to Base Hospital

Capt. Nagarkar, a M O, of C.F A,

Capt. Baily of the supply Corps ?

The Colonel was interested 1n Butter flios and used to discourse on their
varieties and habats, etc.



_ ON THE MARCH ! R’

O’er the edge of the table shy LIMAYE peeps,
The rest of the day, he writes or reads.

CHAMCHAMAL, 13-9-19.

e () e

MARCH of the 87th PUNJABIS

Flies to the right of them
Mosquitoes to the left of them
Sand-flies beneath them
Bullets in front of them

Dust 1nside them

Heat outside them

Into the Marsh of Hillah
Marched the sturdy PUNJABIS !

HILLAH, August 1920.

O e

SOLILOQY OF A B. O. R.
AT A WAY-SIDE NULLAH

(When Heat was Intense and Water Scarce.)

To drink or not to drink, that is the question |
To abstain—to die; to drink—to trot.
Whether ’tis nobler in the Heart

To suffer the pangs of thirst

Or by drinking to quench them !

HILLAH, August 1920.

B.O.R. = British Other Rank.
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IN HONOUR OF THE BRAVE 87th PUNJABIS

First in Peace, in War foremost,

Of PUNJABIS doth JHANSI boast.
82 and 23 there are and Two-One, %
But t/re PUNJABIS 1s the Eight-Seven.

The Pride of the PUNJAB, so loyal and brave,
For King and Country her Life she gave !

* % %

When 'tis told

The PUNJABIS bold

Saved Three-Four Brigade 2!
Enough is not said.

Seven years fighting—still growing strong
Setting things right, redressing wrong

All the direy work
The Thirty-fourth did shirk,
The PUNJABIS did

But never ratted.

Advanced in Action, to Rear in Retreat,
*No-body's child 22 "—but Bravery in Concrete.

3* * 3

Coin attracts coin or sheep follow sheep

So Medals fell on Medals, when owners were asleep |
But nought for them 2 that did their bit

With largest Casualties and three B.Os. % hat.
20, These arc the 82nd, 23rd and 21st Punjabi Regiments
21, We really belonged to 55th Brigade but were lent to 34th Brigade.

22, 87th Punjabis.
23. Capt. Hunt, Capt. Playfair and myself.

A




87th PUNJABIS 20Y
Village to be burnt 7—
Let PUNJABIS be sent !
Need a Fatigue Party 7—
Go PUNJABIS, hale and hearty!

Out of the way do you want a Picket ?—
Why not PUNJABIS be sent in the thicket !
25 s *
Back to their Brigade
So haste they made.
No favour sought
But Glory brought.

An ignorant hen hath scarce interest
In a diamond that may lie abreast !
The diamond shines 1n a ring well-made

So did PUNJABIS in Five-Five Brigade

The Brigade's Honour, Division’s Glory !

To leave the Thirty-Fourth, no soul was sorry |
Every inch of this? one [ know,

For he 1s out to say Good—morrow !

In front line trench

Or on Mess cane-bench
The plumes in his hat
Did notice attract.

There never was General like our own
With might of both hands centered %* in one |
KUFAH, October, 1920.

_0

24  General Walker, w—l:;;)f:.ten went ah;ad'und exposed himaelf to enemy fire,
25. The General had lost his left arm on Western Front |
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